210      WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
Sanputta, one of his most brilliant disciples, to whom
the world owes an immense debt for the establish-
ment of Buddhism, "Well, monk, does not life burden
you and don't you like to be released by death7 Or,
does living fascinate you, because there is a noble
mission to fulfil?" Sanputta replied, "Venerable Tea-
cher, I desire not life I desire not death I wait un-
til my hour shall come, like a servant that waits for
his wage."
Even so should be the attitude of an aspirant
He has nothing to fulfil of his own, since his life is
a fulfilment of the will of God Even the desire to be
born again in order to foster a worthy spiritual mis-
sion should find no place in him For, does not God
know better as to whom to send as His messenger
to this world9 And is it not man's highest ideal to
rejoice in the dissolution of his body and the mind
and his individuality in the great cosmic oneness of
the Absolute, and thus once for all cease to be an
individualised consciousness either pstially existent
or physically imprisoned
Most assuiedly does eveiy aspirant reserve the
right to disclaim rebirth for himself, because libera-
tion is his birthright and he is the mastei of his des-
tiny No obsession is ever good, be it spiritual or
temporal It is better to cleanse the mind of any un-
healthy fear-complex than be harrowed by an obses-
sion at the time of death Having known the evanes-
cent nature of the material values of life, one has to
denv the prospect of being crucified again inside his
prison-house of flesh and blood, and claim one's legi-
timate due with all the vigour and intensity of will
and thought that he can command